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Happy Mid-Autumn
Festival everyone!
School Director’s Message
Dear Families,
Important Dates and Events

15 October

22 - 28 October
29 October

Remembrance
Day for King
Bhumibol
Adulyadej

I can happily report that we are seeing more smiles than tears at this
time, almost 5 weeks into the new school year!

Half term holiday

Our teachers are happy, the children are doing their best to learn our
new routines and we are making new friendships between younger
and older children too. Being a small school, we can easily generate
a cosy, family style atmosphere, which is lovely.

School resumes

Around school,
•

Our topics are well under way, My School and Soi 6 is the
focus in the big kids class. The Nursery Minis are learning
about different stories and the Nursery Maxis are learning
about the topic Amazing Me. Our daily Mandarin class
activities reflect those topics too, as do our weekly Thai
classes.

•

Our tuk tuk service is up and running! Well done children on
sitting so sensibly and safely! Thank you to all families for
your patience as we finalise our drop off and pick up timings
up and down the Soi.

•

The Bright Skies football team is dedicated but still very small
for now! Classes have started after - school on Wednesdays.
Please feel free to join if you would like to, as there are
places available.

Updates
• Please remember to regularly
check your email messages
from school. This and the
telephone are our preferred
methods of communication.
Please note that our
administration staff and
gardener/guardian/tuk tuk driver
and maids are not permitted to
communicate directly with
parents.
• Please keep well. Many

international schools have
recorded cases of rainy
weather-related cold viruses etc
at this time. Please keep your
children at home if they are
showing any signs of illness.

•

Our weekly assemblies are now taking place every Wednesday morning. Our littlest ones
the Minis are not yet taking part. They will grow into sitting for the 10 minutes required with
a little more time!

•

The recent Mid- Autumn Moon Festival was fun. We had such a gracious and beautiful
Moon Goddess Chang E’ this year! Many thanks to Kristina’s mummy for flying to Bright
Skies from the Moon to teach us all about the legend behind the festival! Thank you too to
our staff for helping us act out the story for our children!
Here is wishing you all a happy, prosperous and healthy lunar year too.
As always, let’s have fun this month and learn wonderful things at the same time.

Mrs. Shayne
School Director

Kids’ Corner

It's snack time for lucky teddy!
But which utensil should she eat
with?
Rush and tell Mrs Shayne for a
small sticker prize!

Issue 1 / Term 1

Nursery - Minis
Hello parents and families of Nursery Minis!
The Nursery Minis have had a busy time settling into school. There is a lot to learn, but luckily
our youngest pupils are already great at making friends, and together they are helping each
other and having fun.
Our current topic of learning is “Tell me a story”. Each week
we focus on a different storybook, with activities that
promote mathematics, literacy and an understanding of the
world.
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? was a popular
book, resulting in lots of games about colours and animals.
Do not be surprised to see your own Nursery Mini child
growling like a little brown bear or barking like a white dog
at home!
The next storybook we studied was There’s an Octopus
Under My Bed! – a funny story with a valuable lesson about tidying up. Tidying up together is an
important part of our school day, plus it is a valuable mathematics task, so we encourage
families to maintain a positive attitude about tidying at home please – not to mention other
important rules of sharing, taking turns and saying please and thank you.
Our school day routine includes Circle Time, open ended and purposeful play, movement and
exercise and sensory play. Singing together is one of our favourite things and can happen at
any time! We love Twinkle Twinkle Little Star and any song that involves clapping our hands
and stamping feet.
We also love outdoor play, especially when we can play in the sandpit!
Thank you for providing extra clothes as it can sometimes be a little muddy outdoors.
Now that we are used to school we can look forward to an amazing year of learning!
Best regards,
Miss Victoria

Issue 1 / Term 1

Nursery - Maxis

Dear families,
What a wonderful first month of the new school year!
All of the children are settling in so well and getting used to our classroom rules and routines. It
has been great to see their progress in this first month and I am happy to see more of their
personalities shining through. Now that we are all settled in, we are looking forward to the rest of
the school year and learning and growing together as a class!
We are currently in the middle of our first topic for this term – Amazing Me! The children are
enjoying learning about themselves, their bodies and emotions and all of the amazing things
they can do.
So far, we have explored parts of the body, our feelings and our five senses. We particularly
enjoyed learning the words and actions to Head, shoulders, knees and toes, One little finger
and If you’re happy to name just a few. You might hear your child singing these at home too!
We look forward to a few more weeks of this topic before the half-term break. For the remainder
of the topic we will explore things we can do by ourselves as well as focusing on our families
and homes.
In other news, we have really been enjoying our outside playtime in the mornings if we have
nice weather. We climb and slide on the playground, we run and squelch in the sometimesmuddy grass and we make sandy cakes in the sandpit! We also whizz about on our toy cars,
we play hide and seek with the big kids and we also like waving at airplanes as they zoom past
overhead!
During our English afternoon class, we have been singing well-known number rhymes and
learning some new ones too! A current favourite is Here is the Beehive; especially the last part
where all of the bees come out of the hive and bzzz bzzz bzzz all around!
Well done on the fantastic start to the school year at Bright Skies, Nursery Maxis!
Kind regards,
Miss Susan

Issue 1 / Term 1

Kindergarten
Reception
Dear Kindergarten and Reception families,
I am enjoying being your children’s teacher this term and am proud of them already. We have a nice mix
of personalities and nationalities in the class and the group is a very lively, motivated one- everyone loves
asking questions -usually at the same time! We are also very loud singers!
We have started the year with a wonderful topic that lends
itself well to all our British curriculum learning areas. The
topic Our School entails not only our pupils, our staff and
facilities and equipment, but also the wildlife in our garden,
the trees, and the Soi we are located in.
So far, we’ve observed our Soi from our school gate, and
counted cars that pass by, we have drawn our favourite trees,
we have observed our resident frogs and ants and we have
even been on an excursion to the end of our Soi counting the
dogs and cats behind the gates we passed and observing the
buildings we passed. The highlight of our trip was our
purchase of 7 ice creams at Big C followed by our ride home
to school on our own tuk tuk!
In other areas, we have started completing early phonics exercises; extending our vocabulary each week
by learning about the names of objects related to a single letter sound. We especially loved the Cc week
as Coco in our class was our special focus for the day!
In maths, we are participating in logic-based activities and fine tuning our one to one correspondence by
counting accurately to 10 and beyond. In our daily writing segment, we practise drawing theme-based
items as carefully as we can free hand and we are also regularly tracing our names –a skill that must be
acquired by the time we reach Reception level.
In Reception our ‘biggest kids’ are completing a page in their handwriting books each day and we have
begun the Jolly Phonics programme, at a rate of 2 new letter sounds each week. Our letter writing skills
are not perfect yet, but we are learning to be more confident with
our pencil grip and we are learning to write our numbers to 10
and cut with more and more accuracy.
Well done on a pleasing month’s work and play everyone!
Mrs Shayne

Issue 1 / Term 1

Mandarin
Ni hao!
Happy first month of school!
It is nice to see most of our students now comfortably settled at school and getting along with others.
I am looking forward to discover more about your child and help them to discover themselves!
Amazing Me is the first topic this half term. We are learning about our faces, body parts, senses,
feelings, family members and individual skills. We have
been learning about what our body parts do most recently.
For example, in a lesson last week, we made paper
telephones and telescopes that demonstrate the function of
our ears, mouth and eyes.
Our students loved the telephone very much! They had a
great time playing at calling their Mummies and Daddies
with it. We also learnt about what our tongues do, and had
a taste test in class, trying out food items that were salty,
sweet, sour and bitter! The children definitely preferred
tasting the sweet melon the most.
Our students also enjoyed playing at making different facial expressions. We learnt what it means to
feel happy, sad, angry, scared and excited.
As always, we particularly like the singing part of our Mandarin classes.
This half term we have enjoyed singing Tou, Jian Bang, Xi Gai, Jiao, Zhao Peng You, Wu Zhi Hou Zi
and Liang Zhi Lao Hu.
I am particularly pleased to see students from last year progressing beyond the beginner level of
Mandarin. Our new students also make me happy when they first say Ni Hao and show happiness
and motivation in class.
Our Reception level students are also doing well. We have now begun learning to
recognise and write Chinese characters. Each day we also practise Chinese writing
strokes and number formations.
Well done everyone! I am proud of you all.
Zhou lao shi

